
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
How can I contact the club? 
 
Vince Nunn, Club Manager, BVSC, Lamberhurst, Kent, TN3 8JH 
Telephone: 01892 890930   email: info@bewlvalleysc.co.uk 
Or visit  www.bewlvalleysc.co.uk where you will find information about the current sailing 
conditions at Bewl, weather forecasts, information about sailing and social activities and 
other useful information including a ‘For Sale‘ board and lots of albums of photographs. 
 
What boats can I sail at Bewl? 
 
All sailing dinghies under 700 kg with a 6.2 m max length for monohulls and 5.5 m max 
length for multihulls are accepted. We race the following classes: Enterprises, Flying 
Fifteens, Lasers, Optimists and Solos. There are also races for Fast and Slow Handicap 
boats. (Fast handicap boats include asymmetrics such as the RS200, RS400 and 
RS600, ISO, Buzz, and slow handicap boats include Wayfarers, Toppers, Wanderers, 
Mirrors & Fevas).  
 
What are the membership categories and costs? 
 
These are listed on the Membership Application Form and on the website and are 
described in the accompanying leaflet ‘Information for Applicants’. 
Subscriptions and boat fees can be paid by cheque, paypal, online banking or  
using a debit or credit card. 
 
I’m new to sailing, do I need any special kit? 
 
Yes, you will need a buoyancy aid – no one can go afloat unless they are wearing one. 
You will also need a dry or wet suit if you sail between 1 November and 30 April. It is 
always colder on the water than ashore, and wet suits are often required during the 
summer, especially if it is windy. Wetsuit shoes or boots are recommended too.  Make 
sure you have a good retainer for your sunglasses or you may lose them if you capsize! 
 
Can I join without a boat? 
 
Yes, you can hire club boats if you are undertaking a sailing course at BVSC and club 
boats are also available for hire to adults on other occasions subject to certain 
conditions. Members looking for crews post their requests on the blackboard at 
weekends and you can ask the various fleet captains to put out a request if you would 
like to offer yourself as a crew. This is a good way to meet people too! 
 
I cannot sail yet, what training is available for me and my family? 
 
Dave Radford is our Club Professional who is responsible for the Training Programme 
and all courses are listed in the BVSC Training Prospectus. There are specific courses 
for children and adults and these lead to RYA certificates. Dave will also be happy to 
discuss your individual needs. Children can learn to sail from the age of 8 years. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
I will probably buy a boat but would like to try different classes first, is this 
possible? 
 
Yes, if you are a competent sailor you can hire one of the club boats. It is sometimes 
possible to crew in races in other boats, or members may take you for a cruise at Bewl. 
The Class Captains of the fleets will be able to introduce you to different helms and you 
can discuss the boats. Dave Radford will also be of help in this field.  
 
Can anyone sail or must I take a course here first? 
 
If you have experience of sailing and feel confident you can just join, come along and 
sail, but if you are unsure you are advised to take one of the courses listed in the BVSC 
Training Prospectus. If you are a little rusty, then a Saturday course will be ideal. 
If you want to sail when the Club’s support boats are not on duty you must take a 
Competent Helm course. The details for this are listed in the BVSC Training booklet and 
on the website. 
 
I am not interested in racing, does this matter? 
 
No, there are many members who just come along to sail and a number of Cruising 
events are arranged. The ‘Midweekers’ are a group of members who sail on 
Wednesdays afternoons. However, even fun or novice races enhance your sailing skills  
and put you in contact with other members. Family Week (when you can camp too) 
involves mad games on and off the water for all ages, SCAMPS (Sailing and Camping) 
weekends have similar activities, and there are other one-off events every year. 
 
How will I know what is going on at the Club? 
 
The website is updated regularly and there is a bi-monthly house magazine, Beaver, 
which is posted to all members as well as being online. Additionally all members who 
have email will receive messages from their class captain. There are several 
noticeboards in the Club House too. 
 
When can I sail? 
 
At Bewl we sail throughout the year. There are support boats on duty on Saturdays and 
Sundays as well as Bank Holidays, some school holidays, the whole of August, and 
Wednesday evenings from May until September.  Sailing hours are from 9 am till 6 pm 
or half an hour before sunset, if earlier. If you are a Competent Helm you can sail at any 
time on any day from 9 am until half an hour before sunset provided that you sign in (and 
out again!) at the Club Office.  (See Competent Helm on the website) 
 
What are the Club Opening hours? 
 
The Club is open on Saturdays and Sundays from 9 am till 6 pm. It is open from 10 am 
till 3 pm Monday to Friday.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

What are the facilities in the Clubhouse and when are they available? 
 
There are changing rooms, lockers for valuables and hot showers available at all times. 
In the clubhouse, the galley (canteen) and bar are open on sailing days. It is possible to 
obtain hot drinks from vending machines when the galley is closed. The times of the 
galley and bar are advertised in Beaver and on the website and, of course, these are 
when club sailing is going on. 
 
What social activities are available? 
 
These are always advertised on the website, in Beaver and on Club noticeboards. They 
include dinners, barn dances, Christmas party for children, barbecues etc.  
Joining the camping weeks and weekends is a great way to meet members. If you hate 
camping – just register and explain that you will be coming for the daytime only. 
 
What are the facilities for families? 
 
We have a dedicated Youth Coordinator, Jane Crane, who does a great job encouraging 
our young members.    
There are races and training courses and Saturday Clubs for children (and others for 
adults).  Family week in July is very popular and many families return annually. There 
are several SCAMPS (sailing and camping) weekends over the summer and Youth 
Week is in August.  Wednesday evening is Fish and Chip night at the Galley after 
evening sailing in the summer months.  BVSC sponsors keen young sailors to compete 
at local and national level.  Some RYA coaches are available during the week to give 
additional training to young sailors 
 
Are there any facilities for handicapped sailors? 
 
Yes, there is an active fleet of disabled sailors called Mariners of Bewl (MOB) and the 
club has some boats adapted to their needs. See MOB on the website. 
 
Can I bring my other boats to the club, e.g. a canoe or a RIB? 
 
No, only sailing boats without an engine and windsurfers are allowed at Bewl. 
If you want to row, there is a canoe club at Bewl (www.bewlcanoeclub.co.uk) and a 
rowing club too (www.bewlrowingclub.co.uk).  
 
Can I bring friends to the club? 
 
Yes, during club opening hours but you must sign them in as guests at the office. 
Guests may come on a maximum of four occasions per year and after that we wish 
to get them to join too!! They could become a social member, an associate member or 
an individual member. 
 
What are the main rules of the club? 
 
There are a number of rules linked to safety and restrictions on our lease. You must 
wear personal buoyancy at all times when afloat; unless you are a competent helm you 
can only sail during club hours; some areas of the reservoir are reserved for wildlife; and 
you may not swim in Bewl Reservoir. There are some obvious parking restrictions too. 



 

 

We hope that all members will become involved with the club and each member has to 
undertake a ‘duty’. These are listed in the ‘Information for Applicants’ leaflet and on the 
website. This duty is not too arduous, is a good way to meet people, and you will be 
contributing to the volunteer ethos of the Club.  
 
How can I find out about the local campsites, B&Bs and small hotels in the area? 
 
They are frequently advertised on the website, and in the Beaver, and the Office has 
appropriate lists. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


